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A new skepticism about 
the initial accounts of U.S. 
misadventures abroad is 
partly responsible for the 
restrained Congressional re- 
sponse to the downing o£ a 
U.S. reconnaissance aircraft. 

Senators who shouted/ 
“piracy” and demanded ac- 
tion a year ago when the 
USS Pueblo was captured 
have remained silent so far 
about the latest incident 
with North Korea. I v . 

Even the . most hawkish 
Senators suchi as Armed 
Services Committee Chair- 
man John Stennis (D-Miss) 
and Barry Gold water (R- 
Ariz.) have kept uncharac- 
teristipally quiet about the 
spy plane. Both have said 
they are awaiting more de- 
tailed information. 

In the case of at least 
two Senators of diverse 
views, a hesitancy to accept 
the Government’s immedi- 
ate account of the circum- 
stances has caused them to 
follow a cautious path. 

See REACT, A9, Col. 4 


REACT, From A1 

Sen. Everett M. Dirksen 
(R-Ill.) told reporters Tues- 
day after a White House 
briefing that the Navy’s EC- 
121 “supposedly'’ did not get 
closer than 60 miles from 
the North Korean coast. 
North Korea claims it in- 
truded into its air space.. 

Bqt, said Dirksen,/! am a 
little hesitant about those 
figures after the Pueblo.” 
He Was referring to the 
Johnson Administration’s 
initial differing accounts , of 
where the Pueblo had been 
operating when seized, 

“I have no advice at the 
moment,” Dirksen said. “I’d 
just like to know what the 
(hard facts are.” 

The other doubting Sena- 
tor is J. W. Fulbright (D- 


Ark.), chairman of the For- 
eign Relations Committee, 
who yesterday said he had .. 
become “very skeptical” 
about military accounts of 
past incidents, such as those 
in the Gulf of Tonkin in Au- • 
gust, 1964. Initial reports of 
that encounter said the at- 
tacked U. S; destroyer was 
on a routine mission off the 
North Vietnamese coast. It 
later developed that the de- 
stroyer was agitating enemy 
radar while South Vietnam- 
ese patrol boats assaulted 
coastal bases. 

Fulbright yesterday told 
reporters that if the Navy 
plane actually never was 
closer than 50 miles to the 
North Korean coast the at- 
tack was “very provocative.” 
But in the light of the Ton- 
kin incident, he said, “I am 
hesitant to get burned 
twice.” 

There was also renewed 
questioning yesterday -about 
whether such unarmed spy 
missions are really worth 
the risks. “Why are rela- 
tively unarmed ^hips, like 
the Pueblo, and unarmed 
planes like this one, sent 
into areas where the risk of 
incidents of this kind is very 
high? ” Senate Democratic 
Leader Mike Mansfield 
(Mont.) asked. 

Mansfield commended 
President Nixon for a “cool 
and deliberate approach” to 
the crisis. He said that the 
plane’s mission “was carried 
on without the personal 
knowledge of President 
Nixon even as the incident 
of the USS Pueblo was car- 
ried on without the personal 
knowledge of President 
Johnson.” 

The mission may have re- 
sulted from intelligence- 
gathering plans continued 


automatically ■ “In the ab- 
sence of orders to the con- 
trary from the new Adminis- 
tration,” Mansfield said. 

He suggested a new intel- 
ligence headquarters in the 
White House to assure that 
the President knows what is 
going on in such missions. 

.Among Congressional 
leaders, only Rep. L. Mendel 
Rivers (D-S.C.) urged imme- 
diate retaliation against the 
North Koreans. And Rep. 
William - L. Dickinson (R- 
Ala.) pointedly recalled Mr. 
Nixon’s campaign promise 
that he would not tolerate 
abuse from a ^fourth-rate 
naval power. We are waiting 
for you, Mr. President, on 
your promise.” 

Rep. Otis G. Pike (D-N.Y.), 
chairman of a subcommittee 
investigating the Pueblo in- 
cident, said the downing of 
the plane showed that the 
Pentagon had learned little 
from the Pueblo experience. 


